
Society for Music Theory Annual Meeting, 2008

“The Number and Nature of Journal Articles by Women in Music Theory”

Robert Zierolf
Associate University Dean, Graduate School

Professor of Music Theory and Analysis
University of Cincinnati

assisted by

Katherine L. Campe
Graduate Student in Music Theory

University of Cincinnati

• journals surveyed: Journal of Music Theory, Journal of Music Theory Pedagogy, Music Theory Spectrum, Music Analysis
• articles (assume refereed); not conference proceedings, symposia, or special issues
• reviews of books (assume by invitation); not essay-reviews, reviews of journals or proceedings, nor were editors of books included

o JMT--male reviewer of male author 262, female reviewer of male author 30, male reviewer of female author 25, female reviewer of
female author 4

o JMTP--male reviewer of male author 22, female reviewer of male author 6, male reviewer of female author 2, female reviewer of
female author 0

o Spectrum—male reviewer of male author 489, female reviewer of male author 78, male reviewer of female author 53, female
reviewer of female author 22

o MA—male reviewer of male author 262, female reviewer of male author 30, male reviewer of female author 25, female reviewer of
female author 4

• possible extensions: regional society journals, regular publication (e.g., Theory and Practice); institution-based journals (e.g., Intégral);
other

• possible taxonomy: by broad subject type (e.g., history of theory, tonal theory, atonal theory, form, etc.)
• possible comparisons: other (than music theory) discipline-based journals (e.g., JAMS), would require gender proportion for context

Interesting but pertinent is an article in Inside Higher Education that presents results of a study conducted by TIAA-CREF that lists
“% Who Felt ‘Very Effectively’ Prepared After Graduate School” and “% Who Felt Very Effectively Prepared Now.” Categories
included “Conduct Research,” “Teach Undergraduates,” and others typical of academic appointments. Compared with self-reporting
men, women generally self-reported being less prepared for research and teaching both “. . . After Graduate School” and “. . . “Now.”
See http://insidehighered.com/news/2008/07/11/newfac if interested.



Journal of Music Theory

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1.
1

2.
1

2.
2

3.
1

3.
2

4.
1

4.
2 5 6

7.
1

7.
2

8.
1

8.
2

9.
1

9.
2 10

11
.1

11
.2

12
.1

12
.2

13
.1

13
.2

14
.1

14
.2 15 16

17
.1

17
.2

18
.1

18
.2

19
.1

19
.2

20
.1

20
.2

21
.1

21
.2

22
.1

22
.2

23
.1

23
.2

24
.1

24
.2

25
.1

25
.2

Issue Number

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
A

rt
ic

le
s

Number of Articles Authored by Males Number of Article Authored by Females



Journal of Music Theory

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

25
.2

26
.1

26
.2

27
.1

27
.2

28
.1

28
.2

29
.1

29
.2

30
.1

30
.2

31
.1

31
.2

32
.1

32
.2

33
.1

33
.2

34
.1

34
.2 35

36
.1

36
.2

37
.1

37
.2

38
.1

38
.2

39
.1

39
.2

40
.1

40
.2

41
.1

41
.2

42
.1

43
.1

43
.2

44
.1

44
.2

45
.1

45
.2 46

47
.1

47
.2

48
.1

48
.2

49
.1

Issue Number

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
A

rt
ic

le
s

Number of Articles Authored by Males Number of Article Authored by Females



Journal of Music Theory Pedagogy

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1.1 1.2 2.1 2.2 3.1 3.2 4.1 4.2 5.1 5.2 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

 Issue Number

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
A

rt
ic

le
s

Number of Articles Authored by Males Number of Article Authored by Females



Music Theory Spectrum

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11

.2
12

.1
12

.2
13

.1
13

.2
14

.1
14

.2
15

.1
15

.2
16

.1
16

.2
17

.1
17

.2
18

.1
18

.2
19

.1
19

.2
20

.1
20

.2
21

.1
21

.2
22

.1
22

.2
23

.1
23

.2
24

.1
24

.2
25

.1
25

.2
26

.1
26

.2
27

.1
27

.2
28

.1
28

.2

Issue Number

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
A

rt
ic

le
s

Number of Articles Authored by Males Number of Article Authored by Females



Music Analysis

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1.1 1.2 1.3 2.1 2.2 2.3 3.1 3.2 3.34.1
/2 4.3 5.15.2

/3 6 7.1 7.2 7.38.1
/2 8.3 9.1 9.2 9.3

10
.1/

2
10

.3
11

.1
11

.2/
3
12

.1
12

.2
12

.3
13

.1
13

.2/
3
14

.1
14

.2/
3
15

.1
15

.2/
3
16

.1
16

.2
16

.3
17

.1
17

.2
17

.3
18

.1
18

.2
18

.3
19

.1
19

.2
19

.3
20

.1
20

.2
20

.3
21

.1
21

.2
21

.3
22

.1/
2
22

.3
23

.1
23

.2/
3
24

.1/
2
24

.3
25

.1/
2
25

.3
26

.1/
2
26

.3

Issue Number

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
A

rt
ic

le
s

Number of Articles Authored by Males Number of Article Authored by Females



Articles Published from 1977-2007 Authored by Females

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5

5

19
77

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

Year of Publication

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
A

rt
ic

le
s

Journal of Music Theory
Music Theory Spectrum
Music Analysis
Journal of Music Theory Pedagogy



Articles Published from 1977-2007 Authored by Males

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

1977
1979

1981
1983

1985
1987

1989
1991

1993
1995

1997
1999

2001
2003

2005
2007

Year of Publication

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
A

rt
ic

le
s

Journal of Music Theory
Music Theory Spectrum
Music Analysis
Journal of Music Theory Pedagogy



Total Number of Articles Published from 1977-2007
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